
PATRICIA HILLS 
238 Putnam Avenue 

Cambridge, MA  02139 
 
 
 

     September 8, 2007 
 
 
 
Ms. Helen Papoulias  
American Paintings, Drawings & Sculpture 
Sotheby’s 
1334 York Avenue 
New York, NY  10021 
 
Dear Ms. Papoulias:   
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, The Hollander – Amsterdam.  Oil on canvas, 25 3/8 x 20 ¾ 
inches.  Signed L.R. “E. J. 1854” in red paint.   
 
I viewed this painting at Sotheby’s, New York, on August 30, 2007.  In my opinion the 
work is by the American genre painter Eastman Johnson (1824-1906), and I plan to 
include the work in my catalogue raisonné of the artist’s work. 
 
This character study is typical of the paintings Johnson did when living in the 
Netherlands in the early 1850s.  He admired Rembrandt and liked painting elderly men 
emerging from a dark background of luminous shadows.  The brush strokes are also 
typical.  He often painted thinly, letting the underpainting show through, for example, 
on the upper lip of the man to give the effect of a slight stubble of beard.  The lips, 
however, have fuller color.  The highlights on his eye, lids, and forehead are nicely 
done. 
 
The painting was included in the Estate Sale of Johnson's work held at the American 
Art Galleries on February 26 and 27, 1907.  The entry reads:   
 

No. 67  THE HOLLANDER—AMSTERDAM 
 
The life-size head and shoulders of a middle-aged Dutch burgher in profile, both 
hands clasping the head of a stick.  A miss of dark curly hair covers his head, 
and, with a narrow like of chin whiskers, frames in a sensitive and kindly face.  
He wears over his shoulders a full cloak, with a narrow collar, showing a red 
waistcoat underneath.  The face is strongly lighted from the upper left, and the 
background is a graded tone of brown. 
Signed at the lower right, E. J. 1854                                    Height, 25 inches; width, 20 inches 
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“Cogswell,” written on a label on the back refers to a relative of Johnson’s, who 
purchased several paintings from the Estate Sale.  The painting is also listed as No. 8 in 
the Checklist that John I. H. Baur did of the artist’s work for the 1940 Brooklyn 
Museum catalogue.   

 
       Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
       Patricia Hills, PhD 
pathills@bu.edu      Co-Author:  Eastman Johnson:  
       Painting America, 1999 


